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Digital Garden?



“A garden is a collection of evolving ideas that aren't strictly
organised by their publication date. They're inherently exploratory -
notes are linked through contextual associations. They aren't refined
or complete - notes are published as half-finished thoughts that will
grow and evolve over time. They're less rigid, less performative, and

less perfect than the personal websites we're used to seeing.”

Maggie Appleton - A Brief History & Ethos of the Digital Garden
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greek letters by hand. With MathJax you basically get LaTeX support for HTML.

Kevin Cunningham

Starting Your Own Personal Wiki

If you want to start your own personal wiki, I recommend you head over to Tom Critchlow’s guide

2
> .

for a step by step on setting up a Jekyll static web site where each markdown file is a note. Art IC | es
Digital Gardens

You can alternatively fork my Personal Wiki Setup Github repository and host it in a free GitHub e

p.digital_gardens.articles
page (you can customize the CSS to make a completely different design maintaining the same Blog/Notes/Garden

functionalities as this site), following the instructions on the README to build your own wiki. I TS

Eamples Articles

wrote a different post with a detailed step-by-step guide on how to set up a Digital Garden using my

My digital garden workflow Of Digital Streams, Campfires and Gardens

template.
Tools The Garden and the Stream: A Technopastoral
Another easy way to set up a wiki is to use TiddlyWiki, which is free and easy to get started with, but Workshop How the Blog Broke the Web
g 8 g : 5 q q q 0 g Yl d ind d
won’t allow you the same level of customization. Here is Nesslab’s guide to start using TiddlyWiki, Personal Knowledge ou and your mind garden

Management Maggie's history

but it mostly just amounts to downloading the software. _ :
Business Shawn Wang - Learning in Public

My blog is a digital garden, not a blog

Either way, it’s about one afternoon’s work if you’re not too picky with the design (or a potentially [¥] Rlae

. . . . . ki MIT - Digital gardens let you cultivate your own little bit of the internet
infinite time sink otherwise).

Black Your Life With A Private Wiki Notebook, Getting Things Done, And Other Systems
' i ?

bt Everything | Know GitHub 2 <6~ B\ clEia et ow can we develop transformative tools for thought?

n Digital Gardens, Blogs, Personal Spaces, and the Future

How | take notes

hat are digital gardens

& Home Gardeners

3D Printing

Gardeners e Swale: Weaving between Garden and Stream

Nikita Voloboev Software

® Art N
Andy Matuschak Communities

se¢ Automation Mental Nodes Digital Garden Lists

ebsite Philosophy & Structure
ow to set up your own digital garden

ow to build a digital garden with TiddlyWiki

. . Further Readin
& Books Eoin Kelly °

@ Business Brad Woods ding a second brain

o | found this on Hacker News when someone submitted his link to Juice in design.
M Computers

&» Creativity

®J) Culture
E= Design

i DevOps

¢® Dog Training

& Finance
&€ Food
M Games

& Health

<= Human Rights

Keyboards

& Language

Software

e Emanote

o Jekyll Garden - A Jekyll theme for creating a digital garden.
o There's some things | like about this, namely the backlinks support. | wonder if | can

put this functionality into Docusaurus.

e mathieudutour/gatsby-digital-garden, a library to create a digital garden, sourcing content
from Roam Research.
o This has support for generating a graph of backlinks; I'd love to add that into my
garden at one point. Not sure how complicated that would be.

Communities

e r/DigitalGardens

Brian Turchyn
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“as personal information bases, many practitioners also encapsulate their
formulation of what they perceive as a digital garden, who they refer to it
from, and how they implement the idea in their digital garden.”
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Tom Critchlow

TOM CRITCHLOW

Of Diei The Garden and the Stream: A Technopastoral
igital Streams, : s
Campfires and Gardens (Mike Caulfield)

Building personal learning
environments across the different time
horizons of information consumption

A few things surfaced recently that | wanted to
connect the dots on.

First - a thread from Venkatesh on information
consumption, with lovely insights about how

retreating from technology is not the answer. And of

October 17, 2015

The Garden and the Stream: A Technopastoral

Opening keynote for dALRN 2015. Delivered October 16th @ Stanford. Actual keynote may

have gone on significant tangents...

Nikita Voloboev

1| ayearin the garden

A week or so ago, I was reading about the Oregon shooting. I'm a pretty
standard issue liberal and when I see things that support my liberal views I

tend to notice them.

Oregon school shooting: What's
different this time?

= Menu On this page >

Grow your own digital garden ~{

As | mentioned, these wikis are also called digital gardens. There is a DigitalGardens
community on Reddit which discusses tools to maintain & create these wikis. As well

as how to use them to develop new transformative tools for thought.

| collected a list of wikis | liked the most for inspiration. For example, Devine's Wiki is a
great rabbit hole of fascinating info. Devine is one half of 100 Rabbits which is
fascinating couple that lives on a boat and does art. | want to live a life like this one
day but alas.

| also teach how you can build wikis like this as part of my macOS automation course.

| ® meeting new people so feel free to reach out. | also hope you share what you
know with the world as a form of a wiki like this too. It truly had a life changing effect

on my life.

Brian Turchyn
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NestJS 13 series - API

By James Kolean on Nov 23, 2023
Source repository: https://gitlab.com/jameskolean/next-explore

Demo: https://next-explore-liart.vercel.app/

JavaScript Next

In this iteration we will add an API to our app.

Adding the API is simple

//src/app/api/greet/route.ts

function GET(request:_Request) {
const { searchParams } URL(request.url);
const username = searchParams.get("username");
Response.json({ greeting: ‘hello ${username}' });

James Kolean

ack in April of 2020 [ put up a long twitter thread on the emerging trend
B of Digital Gardening. It gathered a little buzz, and made clear we're in a

moment where there is something culturally compelling about this concept.

? Maggie Appleton & X
@Mappletons - Follow

Nerding hard on digital gardens, personal wikis, and

experimental knowledge systems with @_jonesian today.

We have an epic collection going, check these out...

1. @tomcritchlow's Wikifolders: tomcritchlow.com/wiki/

Tom Critchlow o=

Maggie Appleton

More of Code
Snippets

Stages

<3 ~f Seedlings for very rough and early ideas

<> ¥ Budding for work I've cleaned up and clarified

<> @ Evergreen for work that is reasonably complete (though I still tend these

over time).
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I stumbled across Nikita's wiki while looking for and thought it was a great
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I found out these are sometimes called . There's a (of course there is)
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~{Bringing knowled {Last updated: ~'February 2nd, 2023 many WIIWIKIClone — itpyen wikig _Situation.
ChoosingaWiki if you  ¢.87BC - Anti
g : . . ... Working in this mode lets a responsible team move quickly to add new
"Your friendly neic — . Ill%"; /‘“}‘3;”]125 functionality while keeping responsibility in the right objects.
Referenced in CategoryWikiHelp « Jose hMal%)ieJ; CodeOwnership creates dependencies and bottlenecks when implementing
What makes code r B L _ s _ N R ] ° p ° .. UserStories. We avoid code ownership, because it conflicts with commitment
~frea
joelchan's working notes Powered by ~"Roam Garden o
- J g y Q ‘ ° ° ° °
‘- WikiWikiWeb
How do ¢ o

p-
~

.. =3 Research Garden

~nc [[-f QUE - What are the mechanisms by which analogies help drive creative
cost breakthroughs?]] #sticky
~£Spac [~ CLM - Core attribute (mis)matches mediate the benefits of
analogies in real-world, complex problem solving]]
~fuser [[~fQUE - How might domain distance modulate the effects of analogies
unders on creative output?]]

[[-fCLM - Analogical distance of inspirations for an idea are positively

related to the idea's creativity]] Andy’s working notes About these notes
[[«fCLM - There is a "Sweet Spot" in Analogical Distance. Somewhat
far analogies lead to better creative outcomes than very near or ver .
S y y About these Write notes for yourself by default, Evergreen note

far analogies]] . . .
dlsregardlng audience Evergreen notes are writts
accumulate over time, ac
about writing notes: Most
because these practices 4
effectively developing ins

matters is "better thinking

Hi! I'm Andy Matusct

[[<fQUE - How does analogy actually happen in the process of They're ki
ey're kind of strani

scholarly/scientific innovation?]] Because Evergreen notes can be used as part of a strategy for writing

X 5 These notes are mos public work (Executable strategy for writing), it's tempting to “save time”
[["’QUE - What factors control whether people approprlately benefit environment (Evergre by writing notes in publishable form. That might mean providing all the
from analogies (especially far-field ones) during creative problem sharing them publicly, ~ necessary background to understand some (boring to you) idea, or self-
censoring, or adding lots of qualifiers, or spending lots of effort on clarity.

solving? a note seems confus . i
9711 write it for you! Sorry Many of these practices can be somewhat useful as part of your own valuable: Evergreen note
#sticky [[»fQUE - Under what conditions do diverse initial examples lead experiment (Write no th?nking proces.s—lfor instanc.e, clt-?-arer writing usually involves cleare.r It's hard to write notes th
to better final design squtions?]] thinking. But | find it substantially increases the overhead and effort in principles help:
, . . . . For now, there's no ir writing, often to the point of producing blockage.
[[-fQUE - What properties of design spaces might influence effects of to some starting poir ‘ ‘ . « Evergreen notes shq
diversity (from a theoretical / empirical, human-centric POV) on final 1 More concretely, this manifests as a common failure mode for me when Evergreen notes shd
e Andy (email, Twitt I'm writing notes as part of explicit preparation for some public writing. Il
qua"ty' ]] often try to do both jobs at once. That is, | might be writing atomic-style Evergreen notes shd

PS: My work is made
Patreon community.
and to read patron-o

T e e E N e i S N PR P notes (Evergreen notes should be atomic) but | try to write them as if
they're sections in a larger essay or work. Or even just: | try to write
things with all the context and clear prose needed for an outsider to
J I C h PS: Many people ask under.stand what I'm talking about. Then | often find that | can't writ(-,T This concept is of course
0 e a n available for others tc anything at all! Better to write at a level where | can produce _somethmg, Zettelkasten. See Similari
Premature scaling ca Fhen use that to lever mysglf upwgrd. (Evergreen. hotes permit smooth writing and Zettelkasten.
incremental progress in writing (“incremental writing"))

Prefer associative o

* Write notes for youry

When it's a topic | understand well, | can write notes for both myself and |mp|ementing an
an audience simultaneously. i

Andy Matuschak



Are Digital Gardens
Public or Private?



- They are personal information spaces.
- Many gardens contained personal-life info.

T

-~ They can 'be publicly accessed.
- Some gardens explicitly welcome
visitors to their repositories.

"While digital gardens are inherently individualistic,
they often include cues to enable others
to utilize the repository effectively”
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Public-Private Spectrum

“position of digital gardens can also

introduce new elements to discussions
surrounding public-private information
and the authorship of online creations.”
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Categorization/Navigation

X Categories M ¥ Categories @

. Tags 47% 38%

¥ Tags 12% 3%




Categorization/Navigation

Programming Movies

AN

Horror

7\
=

Nested

%

Categories @ =

Programming Movies

Non-Nested /\A \
E E B B "



Categorization/Navigation

no clear correlation between the number of categories,
which ranges from less than 10 to over 100, and
) the likelihood of them being nested
Categories @
(i.e., fewer categories don't imply them being nested.
e.d., while Nikita's garden contains around 85
categories, it still employs subcategories.)
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NestJS 13 series - API

By James Kolean on Nov 23, 2023
Source repository: https://gitlab.com/jameskolean/next-explore

Demo: https://next-explore-liart.vercel.app/

JavaScript Next

In this iteration we will add an API to our app.

Adding the API is simple

//src/app/api/greet/route.ts

function GET(request:_Request) {
const { searchParams } URL(request.url);
const username = searchParams.get("username");
Response.json({ greeting: ‘hello ${username}' });

James Kolean

ack in April of 2020 [ put up a long twitter thread on the emerging trend
B of Digital Gardening. It gathered a little buzz, and made clear we're in a

moment where there is something culturally compelling about this concept.

? Maggie Appleton { X
@Mappletons - Follow

Nerding hard on digital gardens, personal wikis, and

experimental knowledge systems with @_jonesian today.

We have an epic collection going, check these out...

1. @tomcritchlow's Wikifolders: tomcritchlow.com/wiki/
Tom Critchlow 0 =

experiments in hypertext thinking

Maggie Appleton

More of Code
Snippets

Long Form
Writing
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Less

More

Length

NestJS 13 series - API

By James Kolean on Nov 23, 2023
Source repository: https://gitlab.com/jameskolean/next-explore

Demo: https://next-explore-liart.vercel.app/

JavaScript Next

In this iteration we will add an API to our app.

Adding the API is simple

//src/app/api/greet/route.ts

function GET(request:_Request) {
const { searchParams } URL(request.url);
const username = searchParams.get("username");
Response.json({ greeting: ‘hello ${username}' });

James Kolean

ack in April of 2020 [ put up a long twitter thread on the emerging trend
B of Digital Gardening. It gathered a little buzz, and made clear we're in a

moment where there is something culturally compelling about this concept.

? Maggie Appleton & X
@Mappletons - Follow

Nerding hard on digital gardens, personal wikis, and

experimental knowledge systems with @_jonesian today.

We have an epic collection going, check these out...

1. @tomcritchlow's Wikifolders: tomcritchlow.com/wiki/

Tom Critchlow o=

Maggie Appleton

More of Code
Snippets

Stages

<3 ~f Seedlings for very rough and early ideas

<> ¥ Budding for work I've cleaned up and clarified

<> @ Evergreen for work that is reasonably complete (though I still tend these

over time).



Content Linkage & Content-to-Link Ratio

+ For example this post on slow thinking

salman.io

##VIM‘I o about blog fables notes newsletter

Overview basic commands
At least one Vim trick you might not know

Vim Macro Trickz Flip the SCI‘ipt

Do 90% of what plugins do with just vim
Notes

Statusline guide
Vim registers 101

Last Updated: August 23rd, 2020

## WORKFLOW / WRITING 9

A while back, I wrote a thread on the approach I'm taking with my newsletter —
Markdown cheatsheet

Mutt workflow of Greg Kroah-Hartman
On Digital Minimalism

Git Magic

Pandocomatic: pandoc automation

Plea for parallel web and book publishing

## ON ZETTELKASTEN J

- Luhmann: Communicating with Slip Boxes

+ His archive is being digitalized, see here

- Quick intro to Zettelkasten

Edwin Wenink

rather than focusing on growth, I focus on pursuing my enthusiasms and
connecting with people. My main motivation for this approach is to ensure that 'm
enjoying the work along the way. I believe that’s the only way it will be sustainable
for me in the long term.

Last week, I tweeted out a thread with some quick thoughts around all this and got
quite a surprisingly strong response. I decided to host an open discussion with
folks on the thread to talk about the problem more. It went really well, and made
me excited to take that step for other ideas in the future. In just a matter of days I
went from an idea in my head to a concept discussed on Twitter and ‘in person’
(over video). Pretty cool!

salman.io
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Computer Science

Computer science is the study of computers and computational systems, including
their design, development, and use. It encompasses a wide range of fields and
disciplines, including computer programming, algorithms, data structures,
computer hardware and software design, computer networks, and more.

The historv of combuter science dates back to the early 20th century, with the
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Sitemap
Stats
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Accessibility

1. @tomcritchlow's Wikifolders: to

Analytics

Tom Critchlow

CSS

experiments in hypertext

Classless
Frameworks

Tailwind
°
Maggie Appleton
HTML
HTML Test Page
Launch Checklist
Resources

Icons
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moment where tt Single page

puters and the pioneering work of

hn von Neumann. In the decades that

led to evolve and expand, driven by

j reliance on computers in a wide range of

Vlad Sitalo

What Is This?

To quote Nikita Volodoev directly from

I stumbled across Nikita's wiki while looking for and thought it was a great
idea. I'd been toying with the idea of making a Tumblr-like blog for little snippets and ideas
that don't deserve a full blog post but it always seemed overkill. To update that quote to better
reflect my setup:

I found out these are sometimes called . There's a (of course there is)
and this is a rabbit-hole I'm not sure I really have time to go down but here we are.

Each page is a file and each file follows a similar structure:

o The title of the page
o Introduction/quick thought about the topic

a QuihhaadinA fAar aarh cartinn with Aataile

Robb Knight

Vlad's Roam Garden

a community focused

Other big ares of intei

of Programming.

See ~f'top of mind for
focusing on.

Some starting points
~frecently publishe
~{Bringing knowled
#fYour friendly nei¢

What makes code r

Powered by ~Roam Garden Q P ‘

)/

. o . & X
Bringing knowledge and conversation knowledge b
closer together

. . ll
#make-public #garden-post ~f knowledge base ~"communication medium Thisis an orpl‘
~fknowledge base and communication medium #Roam x Matrix »’ matrix been sl:lared: wi
chat collection of pa
this page, as we

~fPublished: ~f' January 26th, 2023 quoted elsewhe

~{Last updated: ~'February 2nd, 2023

Referenced in

' 4
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joelchan's ¥ &
~f'wi
How do ¢ u
Mult
Y e ds Uuiti-page
~fne [[-TQUE
cost breakthr@ws
FSpac [[~CLM - Core attribute (mis)matches mediate the benefits of
”) c
analogies in real-world, complex problem solving]]
~fuse [[~f QUE - How might domain distance modulate the effects of analogies
unders

on creative output?]]
[[-fCLM - Analogical distance of inspirations for an idea are positively
related to the idea's creativity]]
[[«fCLM - There is a "Sweet Spot" in Analogical Distance. Somewhat
far analogies lead to better creative outcomes than very near or very
far analogies]]
[[~fQUE - How does analogy actually happen in the process of
scholarly/scientific innovation?]]
[[-fQUE - What factors control whether people appropriately benefit
from analogies (especially far-field ones) during creative problem
solving?]]

#sticky [[-fQUE - Under what conditions do diverse initial examples lead
to better final design solutions?]]

[[-fQUE - What properties of design spaces might influence effects of
diversity (from a theoretical / empirical, human-centric POV) on final

quality?]]
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Joel Chan
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Computer Science

Computer science is the study of computers and computational systems, including
their design, development, and use. It encompasses a wide range of fields and
disciplines, including computer programming, algorithms, data structures,
computer hardware and software design, computer networks, and more.

The history of computer science dates back to the early 20th century, with the
development of the first electronic computers and the pioneering work of
researchers such as Alan Turing and John von Neumann. In the decades that
followed, computer science has continued to evolve and expand, driven by
advances in technology and the growing reliance on computers in a wide range of
fields.

Resources

Vlad Sitalo’s Garden
https://vlad.roam.garden
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chat

#fPublished: - January 26th, 2023
~{ Last updated: ~f'February 2nd, 2023

Assembling insight through backlinks

One of the core workflows that Roam enables for me is ~assembling
insight around new ideas (& defining terms) through ~{"backlinks

You'd mention a [[concept]] in different contexts:
on a ~{'daily page
day-note-first paradigm of interacting with notes is very

complimentary to this

when writing about another idea and a connection occurs to you

Later, when you go to the concept page - it will have a lot of usage
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The history of computer science dates back to the early 20th century, with the

development of the first electronic computers and the pioneering work of
researchers such as Alan Turing and John von Neumann. In the decades that
followed, computer science has continued to evolve and expand, driven by

Operating Systems
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Categories Content

“All users of technical documentation tools, such as GitBook and
Material MKDocs, which provide a default categorical structure in the
left sidebar, imposed category categorization in their gardens”
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of Programming.
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Assembling insight through backlinks

One of the core workflows that Roam enables for me is ~assembling
insight around new ideas (& defining terms) through ~{"backlinks

You'd mention a [[concept]] in different contexts:
on a ~{'daily page

day-note-first paradigm of interacting with notes is very
complimentary to this

when writing about another idea and a connection occurs to you

Later, when you go to the concept page - it will have a lot of usage
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Vlad Sitalo’s Garden
https://vlad.roam.garden

Computer Science

Computer science is the study of computers and computational systems, including
their design, development, and use. It encompasses a wide range of fields and
disciplines, including computer programming, algorithms, data structures,
computer hardware and software design, computer networks, and more.

The history of computer science dates back to the early 20th century, with the
development of the first electronic computers and the pioneering work of
researchers such as Alan Turing and John von Neumann. In the decades that
followed, computer science has continued to evolve and expand, driven by
advances in technology and the growing reliance on computers in a wide range of
fields.

Resources

Categories

“All users of technical documentation tools, such as GitBook and
Material MKDocs, which provide a default categorical structure in the
left sidebar, imposed category categorization in their gardens”

Vlad's Roam Garden

Powered by ~"Roam Garden
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See ~{"'top of mind for
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#make-public #garden-post ~’knowledge base »f communication medium
~fknowledge base and communication medium #’Roam x Matrix ' matrix
chat
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~f Last updated: ~f'February 2nd, 2023

Assembling insight through backlinks

One of the core workflows that Roam enables for me is ~"assembling
insight around new ideas (& defining terms) through ~{"backlinks

You'd mention a [[concept]] in different contexts:
on a ~{'daily page
day-note-first paradigm of interacting with notes is very

complimentary to this

when writing about another idea and a connection occurs to you

Later, when you go to the concept page - it will have a lot of usage
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Page 1

Page 2

Page 3

“[n]one of the Roam users employ categories or tags, as they are

constrained by the limitations of the tool”




Metaformulation

03/,

Use Digital Garden
as a part of their web

377

Use Digital Garden
as an underlying
structure of their webs

sometimes using alternative
names such as "wiki," "notes,"
"brain," or "knowledge."



Public-Private Spectrum

Are Digital Gardens
Public or Private?



Public-Private Spectrum
- They are personal information spaces.
- Many gardens contained personal-life info.

T

- They can be publicly accessed.
- Some gardens explicitly welcome
visitors to their repositories.

* Digital Garden Terms of Service
by Shawn Wang (swyx)

"While digital gardens are inherently individualistic,
they often include cues to enable others
to utilize the repository effectively”
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Public-Private Spectrum

“position of digital gardens can also

introduce new elements to discussions
surrounding public-private information
and the authorship of online creations.”
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Feral Hypertext:
When Hypertext Literature Escapes Control

Jill Walker
University of Bergen
Postboks 7800
5020 Bergen
+47 55588431

“Turning Feral”

a controlled, scholarly environment = untamed expanse in the wild



“In order to understand and work with feral
hypertext, we need to accept this and think
more as hunter-gatherers than as the farmers
we have been for domesticated hypertext.”

Feral Hypertext: When Hypertext
Literature Escapes Control - Jill Walker



Turning Feral

MEMEX

MEMEX

, MEMEX —_—
Being Invented

FUTURE RECORDS EXPERIMENTS WITH A TINY CAMERA FITTED WITH HE SMALL SQUARE IN THE EYEGLASS AT THI

A TOP U.S. SCIENTIST FORESEES A POSSIBLE FUTURE WORLD
IN WHICH MAN-MADE MACHINES WILL START TO THINK

MEMEX

People getting MEMEX



Turning Feral

Kind-of-
MEMEX

Digital Gardening: A Renaissance of Open
Thinking and Curated Writing on the Web
Christian Tietze

The Garden of Forking Paths
Jorge Luis Borges

Hypertext Garden
Mark Bernstein

Wiki Gardener
C2 Wiki

How the Blog Broke the Web

Amy Hoy

The Digital Garden
Josh Branchaud

My blog is a digital
garden, not a blog

Joel Hook

Of Digital Streams,
Campfires and Gardens
Tom Critchlow

The Garden and the Stream
Mike Caulfield

| ’
ko ST e

T SiMTS THE OBJECT|

i 3 T D s
IENTIST OF THE FUTURE RECORDS EXPERIMENTS WITH A TINY CAMERA FITTED WITH UNIVERSALFOCUS LEN: ™

A TOP U.S. SCIENTIST FORESEES A POSSIBLE FUTURE WORLD
IN WHICH MAN-MADE MACHINES WILL START TO THINK]

Essays
Gwern Branwen

Evergreen Note
Andy Matuschak

You and your mind garden
Anne-Laure Le Cunff

Digital Garden Terms of Service \ o
Shawn Wang (swyx)

[ 4
Kind-of-
MEMEX
[ 4

Digital Garden ﬂ ’I\</|"|;CI\7§;
Nikita Voloboev (Nikiv) /

A Brief History & Ethos
of the Digital Garden
Magqgie Appleton

Digital gardens let you cultivate
your own little bit of the internet
Tanya Basu (MIT Tech Review)

A
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(One Interpretation)
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“think about new organizations, new ways of
doing things, and take advantage of this
new medium.”
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